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HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 
IN THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA 
Recent developments in marriage and divorce, and also in fertility and mortality, have led to significant 
changes in household composition; cohabiting unmarried couples and lone-parent families are more 
frequent, traditional family structures are in decline, and more and more people are living alone. 
In this report, the definitions used in the 1990/91 censuses carried out in the EEA are briefly discussed 
and a number of basic tables are presented. The following diagram shows the incidence of different types 
of households in the EEA. 
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Left: 
A = % of persons in total population 
Right: 
Β = % of households in the total 
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DEFINITIONS 
Data on households and families are still tar from com­
parable, despite the recommendations drawn up by the 
United Nations (1974, 1980 and 1988) and the Economic 
Commission for Europe (1978 and 1988). It is planned 
that these recommendations should be revised for the 
Censuses in the year 2000. 
The following definitions were recommended for use in 
the 1990 Censuses. 
Institutional households 
"The segment of the population living in institutional 
households and other communal establishments (...) 
comprises groups of persons living together, usually 
sharing their meals, bound by a common objective and 
generally subject to common rules, e.g. groups of per­
sons living together in dormitories of schools and univer­
sities, hospitals, old age homes and other welfare 
institutions, religious institutions, military and police in­
stallations, correctional and penal institutions, etc." 
(United Nations Statistical Commission and Economic 
Commission for Europe, 1988). 
Private households 
"A private household is either: 
(a) a one­oerson household, i.e. a person who Uves 
alone in a separate housing unit or who occupies, as a 
lodger, a separate room (or rooms) of a housing unit but 
does not join with any of the other occupants of the 
housing unit to form part of a multi­person household as 
defined below: or 
(b) a multi­person household, i.e. a group of two or more 
persons who combine to occupy the whole or part of a 
housing unit and to provide themselves with food and 
possibly other essentials for living. The group may pooi 
their income to a greater or lesser extent. The group may 
be composed of related persons only or of unreiatea 
persons or of a combination of both, including boaraers 
and excluding lodgers (...). Boarders take meals with the 
household and generally are allowed to use all the 
available household facilities. Lodgers, however, are 
sub­tenants who have hired part of the housing unit for 
their exclusive use." (United Nations Statistical Com­
mission and Economic Commission for Europe, 1988). 
This concept was applied by 10 EEA countries and 
Switzerland. The other countries applied either a some­
what restricted housekeeping concept where memoers 
af household must be related by blood or marriage 
(housekeeping concept with kinship relationship) or the 
dwelling concept. The latter concept corresponds to the 
UN recommendation defined as the aggregate numoer 
of persons occupying a housing unit. 
































with kinship relationship 
FAMILY 
Age limit to be 








Single­person regarded as 
family unit 
none <18 none none none none none none <25 none 
(l)lceland does not apply a household concept. Some estimates are provided in this publication according 
to the number of occupied dwellings m 
Family nuclei and families 
"For census purposes, the family should be defined in 
the narrow sense of a family nucleus, that is, the persons 
within a private or institutional household who are related 
as husband and wife or as parent and never­married 
child by blood or adoption. Thus, a family nucleus 
comprises a married couple without children ora married 
couple with one or more never­married children of any 
age or one parent with one or more never­married child­
ren of any age. The term "married couple" (...) should 
include whenever possible couples who report that they 
are living in consensual unions. " (United Nations Statis­
tical Commission and Economic Commission for Eu­
rope, 1988). 
Lone-parent and reconstituted families 
Although the term "lone­parent families" is not used, the 
UN recommends that fathers and mothers living alone 
with a child or children be placed in a specific category. 
The majority of countries more or less follows this con­
cept. In Belgium, Germany and Greece, lone­parent 
families are included with cohabiting couples. With re­
spect to children a variety of age limits are used. 
Reconstituted families and the status of children in such 
families can be observed only through specific surveys. 
There is no UN recommendation concerning the statis­
tics on reconstituted families. Social science re­
searchers use a variety of definitions, such as: "union of 
two parents from lone­p^.w.,L families or «Í ^,,e parent 
from a lone­parent family and one single person or a 
family in which a couple are bringing up a child who is 
the child of only one member of the couple". 
As the result of different definitions used at national 
levels (table 1), international differences are not always 
easy to explain. 
Data used 
The main statistical sources are the population censuses 
carried out in 1990 and 1991. In most countries, cen­
suses take into account the usual place of residence. In 
Ireland and in Greece, the censuses describe the de 
facto situation: the members of a household are all those 
present in the household on the census reference 
date. 
In Denmark, Finland and Iceland, the figures are taken 
from the population registers. In the Netherlands, the 
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HOUSEHOLDS STRUCTURES IN THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC AREA 
Almost all inhabitants (98.6 %) of the European Econ­
omic Area live in private households. 
Private households are getting smaller 
The average size of the private household differs be­
tween the regions. The countries in southern Europe and 
Ireland have the largest average household ­ a feature 
apparent since the 1960's. 
In both the south and the north, the average size of 
households has fallen over the past few decades 
(Graphl). 
Graph 1: 
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This trend is related to two developments: the increase 
of percentage of one­person household (Graph 2) and 
the decrease in the average size of households with two 
persons or more. 
These developments result from radical socio­cultural 
and demographic changes, such as a later age at leaving 
the parental home, the drop in fertility, the rise of divorce 
and ageing. 
Graph 2: 
Trend in percentages of one-person households 
Graph 3: 
One-person households and average size of 
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28 3 3.2 14 3 6 
Average size of households with two persons or r 
38 4 
A comparison of the percentage of one­person house­
holds and the average size of households with two 
persons or more (Graph 3) shows that countries with a 
high proportion of one­person households also tend to 
have smaller households with two persons or more. 
Only in Ireland is the average size of households con­
sisting of two or more persons particularly large. This 
relationship reflects the tendency of households to 
become increasingly nuclear and individual. However, 
not all countries are at the same stage of this develop­
ment; the north­south regionalization described above is 
repeated here. 
In all countries, women are over­represented in one­per­
son households due mainly to differences in life expec­
tancy. 
Family households are the majority 
Two thirds of the households comprise at least one 
family. About 2% consist of two or more families. The 
general trend is towards family nuclei living alone (63 %); 
families which include persons other than those forming 
part of the strict nucleus are tending to become rarer. 27 
% of all households consists of only one person. 
In term of persons, it becomes even clearer that the 
family household is still the dominant type of living ar­
rangement: 86 % of the EEA population lives in a family 
household, whereas just 10 % lives in a one­person 
household. 



































































































































































































































6 874 6 635 96.5 2 842 2.3 1 830 1 064 1 874 1.8 
(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
The reference dates are: F: 5.3.90; S: 1.11.90; N: 3.11.90; IS: 1.12.90; CH.FL: 4.12.90; FIN: 31.12.90; OK: 1.1.91; B, E, L: 1.3.91; GR: 17.3.91; P: 15.4.91; IRL, UK: 21.4.91; D: 4.91; 
A: 15.5.91; NL: average 1991; 1:20.10.91. 
(2) Germany does not apply the residence criteria strictly, which can lead to double counting of persons away from home and occupying 
another dwelling as a (sub­) tenant. This explains why the number of persons in private households is greater than the estimated total population. 
(3) The total number of persons in private households is underestimated because some are not classified as belonging to a specific household and because some questionnaires were not returned. 
(4) Belgium, Germany and Greece do not count couples living in consensual unions as a family nuclei. 
(5) In this context, children are of any age except for Denmark, Sweden and Norway (under 18), Luxembourg (under 25) and Iceland (under 15). 
(6) At Eurostats request, Switzerland and Liechtenstein processed their data in a manner to ensure better compatibility with international standards. 
Figures might differ slightly from the national publication due to the differences in definitions. 




Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone­parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 









































































































































































(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
In this context, children are of any age except for Luxembourg (under 25), Finland, Sweden and Norway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). 
(2) Including 2 000 private households of undefined type. 
(3) Including one­family households with other persons whose number may be estimated at 29 000. 
(4) Including 10 000 households which consist of grand­parents and their grandchildren. 
(5) Couples with or without children and lone­parent families may belong to one­lamily households or to households with two or more families. 
This may lead to an over­estimation of the number of family households. 
L ^ 





Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone­parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 

















































































































































Total 360 205 9 851 5 062 80 152 10 013 38 620 55 397 3 433 56 322 378 14 797 
(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
In this co"" ­ J ­'■:,J­en are of any age ' Luxembourg (under 25), Finland, Sweden and Norway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). 
(2) Including 9 000 persons In private households of undefined type. 
\m 



































































































































Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone­parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 







(6) Source: 1991 Socio­demographic Survey. 
(7) Including 21 000 households which consist of grandparents and their grandchildren. 
(8) The Swedish classification does not follow the UN recommendations. These households should be classified as "other private households" rather than multi­persons households. 
(9) Including 66 413 households of two single persons and 2 910 households of three or more single persons. 
\m 











































































































































Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone­parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 







(3) Including 32 000 persons living in private households which consist of grand­parents and their grandchildren. 
(4) Including 482 000 persons not included In the breakdown of households by type. 
(5) The Swedish classification does not follow the UN recommendations. These 405 000 persons should be classified as living in 
"other private households" rather than living in "multi­person households". 
L ^ 
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Lone­parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 








































































































































































(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme ol population censuses. 
In this context, children are of any age except for Luxembourg (under 25), Finland, Sweden and Norway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). 
(2) Including 0.1% of private households of undefined type. 
(3) Including an estimated 1.3% ol one­lamily households with other persons. 
eurostat 
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(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
In this context, children are of any age except for Luxembourg (under 25), Finland, Sweden and Norway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). 
(2) Including 0.1% ol persons living in private households of undefined type. sa eurostat 


































































































































Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone-parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 












































































































































Couples without children 
Couples with child(ren) 
Lone-parent families 
Fathers with child(ren) 
Mothers with child(ren) 







(3) Including 0.1 % of persons living In private households which consist of grand-parents and their grandchildren. 
(4) Including 4.9 % of persons living in private households not included in the breakdown of households by type. aa 
Table 7: Families by type and number of children in 1990/1991™ 
(1000) 
Couples without children 




4 children or more 
Lone-parent families 




4 children or more 























































































































































































































(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
In this context, children are of any age except for Luxembourg (under 25), Denmark, Sweden and Noway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). 
(2) Only family nuclei included in one-family households. This could explain under-estimation of the number of families. 
S3 
Table 8: Proportion of families by type and number of children in 1990/1991 
(%) 
m 
Couples without children 




4 children or more 
Lone-parent families 




4 children or more 























































































































































































































(1) Source: 1990/1991 Community programme of population censuses. 
In this context, children are ol any age except for Luxembourg (under 25), Denmark, Sweden and Norway (under 18) and Iceland (under 15). L ^ 
10 
































































































































































Couples without children 




4 children or more 
Lone-parent families 




4 children or more 




4 children or more 
Total 
(3) Including 30 C0C 'arniiv nuclei with one or wo grand­parents ana one or more grandchildren. ~m 
































































































































































Couples without children 




4 children or more 
Lone-parent families 




4 children or more 




4 children or more 
Total 
(2) Only family nuclei included in one­family households. This could explain under­estimation of the number of families. 
(3) Including 1.1% of family nuclei which consist of one or two grand­parents and one or more grandchildren. 1=0 
Graph 4: 
Proportion of lone-parent families with at least one child aged under 15 years 
Lone mother Π Lone father mÆomwt 
Note: In the total of the families with at least one child aged under 15 years 
Development of new family models 
The recent changes confirm the development of new 
family models closely linked to the fall in the number of 
marriages, the increase in the number of divorces and 
the low level of fertility. These models are known as 
cohabitation, reconstituted families and one­parent 
families. 
Bearing in mind the methodological difficulties, an ap­
preciable increase in the percentage of lone­parent 
families with at least one child under 15 is apparent in 
almost all the countries. In Denmark, this phenomenon 
was already very widespread in 1981 ; in 1991, lone­par­
ent families made up more than 20% of all families with 
at least one child under 15 (Graph 4). The increase in 
the proportion of lone­parent families is particularly sig­
nificant in the other northern countries of the European 
Union. 
Definitions, abbreviations and symbols: 
EUR 15: Belgium (B), Denmark (DK), Germany (D), 
Greece (GR), Spain (E), France (F), Ireland (IRL), Italy 
(I), Luxembourg (L), Netherlands (NL), Austria (A), Por­
tugal (P), Finland (FIN), Sweden (S) and United King­
dom (UK). 
Other countries in the EEA: Iceland (IS), Norway (N) 
and Liechtenstein (FL). Switzerland (CH) is not included 
in the EEA. 
EEA: EUR 15 + other countries in the EEA. 
No further breakdown available 
0 Figure below 500 
Other Eurostat publications: 
Demographic Statistics 1995 (forthcoming) 
1990/1991 Population Censuses in the EU and EFTA 
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